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IAN REVOLUTIONS – BACKGROUND

· Karl Marx – German philosopher

· Man’s economic need and the methods by which man meets those needs determine the course of history.

· Economic changes cause social changes – not enlightened political leaders or reformers.

· Means of production must be publicly owned.

· Violent revolution in the only way to bring about social change.

· Capitalism will fail because ownership will end up in the hands of a few causing the masses to revolt.

FUNDAMENTAL CAUSES OF THE 1917 REVOLUTIONS

· frustration with early reform attempts

· serfdom ended in 1861, but the peasants did not know what to do with the land

· the Czar used brutality whenever the peasants organized

· 19th century industrialization caused the creation of the PROLETARIAT (working class) who were dissatisfied with working conditions placed upon them by the BOURGEOISE (the rich owners).

· 2 Parties were created: BOLSHEVIKS (Lenin) & the MENSHEVIKS (Kerensky)
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PROBLEMS IN 1905

1. Russo- Japanese War – 1905 – Japanese Imperialism in the east, surprise Japanese naval attack destroyed Russian fleet – Treaty of Portsmouth Russia looses its eastern bases. Morale and confidence in the Czar declined, total humiliation.

2. Bloody Sunday: 1905 – Workers who were dissatisfied with conditions petitioned the Czar by marching on the palace for a peaceful demonstration – the Czar responded with a senseless massacre of the crowd. More humiliation for the Czar, but he kept control.
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3. Creation of the Dumas: 1905 – the Czar’s advisors told him to create the Dumas, a Parliament to appease the people who were very angry. The first 2 failed because they wanted radical changes so the Czar dismissed them. The next 2 were failures because only landowners could vote; therefore they would only support the Czar.

WORLD WAR 1:

· initial public support, patriotic support

· revolutionary movement goes underground

· inept leadership at the front leads to many defeats, low morale and desertions

· at home, there was strikes and violence

· in 1915 the Czar himself goes to the front to take command

· his absence led to a governmental crisis – his wife Tsarina Alexandria had to take control on the Imperial government, and [image: image7.png]


she was influenced by Rasputin, a drug addicted holy man who claimed he could cure her son of hemophilia. Rasputin was eventually murdered by Russian nobles, but had caused damage to the credibility of the government.
· 1917 continued economic crisis, food shortages as the peasant had to leave the farms to work in the factories

· a huge angry working class now existed in Moscow and Petrograd
Generally: The 1917 revolution are the result of a long period of frustration with oppressive and ineffective government.

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTIONS OF 1917 – FEB/MAR     OCT/NOV

February Revolution

· steadily worsening condition – inflation – desertions

· violent put down of Petrograd strike, but some of the Czar’s troops join the strikers

· Czar Nicholas fails to head warning signs

· Czar Nicholas Abdicates, tries to give throne to his brother who refuses

· A Provisional Government is created out of the Dumas and moderate revolutionaries
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Kerensky as leader (Menshevik/ moderate) but makes a suicidal mistake: he continues the war
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Lenin had been in exile in Switzerland, planning his return
· He returns in April 1917 and speaks to the All Russian Congress of Soviets – delivers his April Thesis to return the land to the peasants and end the war.

· Lenin was not yet organized enough to take over, and he has to flee to Finland
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Production levels for Stalin's Five Year Plans



Kerensky keeps control but continues the war

The Kornilov Movement

· an attempt by the army by General Kornilov to oust the Provisional Government

· it fails when Kerensky arms many of the Bolshevik workers to fight off the army

· the Bolsheviks now had the weapons they needed

· Leon Trotsky was then elected chairman of the Soviet (Lenin’s right hand man).

The October/ November Revolution
· internal conditions virtually hopeless

· Lenin returns with the help of the Germans, secretly by train – the Germans did this to get Russia out of the war.
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Lenin controlled 20,000 armed Bolsheviks, they took over key possessions (telephone exchange, gov’t buildings) – there was little resistance and within a week the Bolsheviks controlled Moscow and Petrograd.

· Lenin delivers his decree: “Peace, Bread and Land!”

· Reason for success – well organized/ Germans returned Lenin/ Kerensky failed to get out of the war/ workers support of the Bolsheviks.
Lenin changes things:

· all titles and ranks were abolished - people were to call each other Comrades
· sent Trotsky to make peace with Germany
· Trotsky returns saying the terms were too harsh to accept
· Lenin policy was, “Peace at any Price!”
· Trotsky signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk to end Russian involvement in WW I
· Russia gave up all her western territories, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland the Ukraine and Georgia
· These were Russia’s richest territories, 62 million people, and they were supposed to pay Germany 300 million gold Rubles
· She would not have to as a result of the Treaty of Versailles

Lenin only really controlled the industrial areas of Russia, Moscow and Petrograd. The rest of the vast country was not under Bolshevik control yet! However, in controlling these areas, Lenin really controlled Russia because the rest of the country was basically feudal peasants.

REDS vs. the WHITES – THE RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR
· the Whites were anti-Bolshevik supporters of the former Tsarist government, landowners and generals

· Kolchak was the main White general

· The signing of Brest-Litovsk made the west very anti-Lenin

· International Intervention: many countries including the USA, Japan, Britain and France would send volunteers to Russia to help the Whites overthrow the Reds.

· However, the White army was never really a united force, they fought separate campaigns against Trotsky’s Red Army who were organized and concentrated in the industrial areas.

· The war lasted 2 years. Reds were Centralized and Organized!
· The Bolsheviks were prepared to win at any price.

· The CHECHA was formed by the Reds – a secret police force who organized the RED TERROR – units would go into the countryside and hunt, beat, kill and torture anyone they thought was supporting the Whites.

· At least 50,000 Russians died as a result of these raids

· WAR COMMUNISM kept the Red Army fully supplied – banned private trade, took all the food for the soldiers – government run factories, industry and food distribution.

· The population suffered greatly because of this policy.

· Lenin finally realizes the extent of the damage to the people and institutes his NEW ECONOMIC POLICY (NEP) 1921.
· Allowed some private trade, and ownership of some land, relaxing of war communism. Lenin’s compromise with Capitalism.
· BUT! A huge famine occurred as a result of 2 years of bad crops.

· The Reds win the Civil War, and have to now restructure Russia.

· 1922 Russia renamed the UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALISTS REPUBLICS (USSR)

· Petrograd renamed Leningrad.
· The government was communist, with elected Soviets (only one party to vote for), a Supreme Soviet (the elite rulers) and a council of Ministers.

· Lenin’s dream had come true, but he died in Jan 1924.


JOSEPH STALIN AND THE MODERINIZATION OF RUSSIA

· Russia had just been through a huge civil war

· The Russian economy was in shambles

· The job was to now unify the whole country mainly made up of peasants

· Fewer than 20 out of every 100 people lived in the cities

· The peasants had no industrial equipment

· The KULAKS were rich middle class farmers.

Left and Right

· the peasants could not get farm equipment at a reasonable cost, so they would not sell their food to the cities.

· Stalin did not agree with Trotsky’s ideas of development, and pushed him into exile. Trotsky would later be assassinated in Mexico by sources unknown.

· Stalin began his policy of, “Socialism in One Country.”
· This meant get Russia out of her problems before worrying about Communist revolution in the rest of the world. Stalin now had to convince the peasants.

The Plan

· Stalin created his FIVE YEAR PLAN – the first one in 1928-33

· This was a list of targets for industries, power supplies and transportation

· Plans would now have the force of government orders

· COLLECTIVIZATION: make all the small farms into huge collectives

· This would increase production, thus making more money.

· With the money Russia would buy more industrial products from abroad.

· So, less farm workers would be needed, so they could go to the cities and work in the factories.

· The plan was very disorganized in the beginning, but did gain some positive industrial results.

· More peasants suffered as the food was taken to feed the cities created some famine.

· The KULAKS were obliterated by Stalin, beginning the PURGE period.
· Those described as actively hostile were put into concentration camps, while their families were deported north to Siberia. The wealthy were banished. 

· The party officials and the police watched over every aspect of Russians life.

· The plans did increase industrial output rapidly.
Motives for industrialisation
If we are backward and weak, we may be beaten and enslaved.   But if we are powerful, people must beware of us.   We are 50 to 100 years behind the advanced countries of the West.   We must make up this gap in 10 years.   Either we do this or they crush us.
From a speech made by Stalin to the First Conference of Workers in 1931
· Stalin’s priorities were industry, not clothing. Guns not Butter
· 13 million men and women were added to the cities during the first five-year plan.

· Blame for any failures of quotas was put on the workers, who were called enemies who were trying to sabotage Stalin and the Soviet People.

The Great Purge (1932-1938)

(1) The Process
Stalin wanted to secure his personal dictatorship. At the time when he was promulgating the Constitution, he carried out a series of purges against his real or alleged enemies!

The reasons why Stalin had to carry out purges remain unknown. The following ones were suggested reasons: 

(i) Khrushchev said that Stalin was a sick man, suffering from the insane disease of persecution. 

(ii) In Germany, Hitler had seized power for a number of years, poising to attack Russia. Stalin wanted to purge the party of disloyal members before the German attack. 

(iii) Many old Bolsheviks were still surviving. Some of them raised objection to Stalin's policies in the Five Years' Plans. Stalin wanted to get rid of the old Bolsheviks. He wanted to be surrounded by 'yes-men' in order to strengthen his personal authority. 

(iv) Stalin built up his present dictatorship by intrigue and guile. To preserve his power, he needed to intrigue against his potential enemies before it was too late.

Stalin began with a mass purge of the party from 1932 onwards. In December 1934, with the assassination of Sergei Kirov, the popular party chief in Leningrad and a close rival to Stalin, Stalin broadened the purge (from the party) to encompass the entire population. From 1936 to 1938, there were a series of Show Trials for those accused, followed by mass executions.

(2) Results
By 1938, the purges began to slacken its pace. In the process of the mass purge, one third of the leading members of the party were eliminated. They included Lenin's close associates, the old Bolsheviks including Zinoviev, Kamenev and Bukharin, the leading army officers of the Red Army, the members of the secret police. The Russian intelligentsia was also victimized. It has been estimated that those subject to persecution, imprisonment, exile and death sentence during the purge from 1934 to 1938 amounted to seven million. 

When the old Communist Party members were eliminated, the new party members were Stalin’s yes-men. Stalin’s position in the country was raised to the status of a semi-God.

Show Trials
The pattern of the trials was usually the same. The accused were usually charged for being in league with Trotsky and with having plotted to kill Stalin. Other charges such as plotting against the state by sabotage and espionage were also made. Then the accused confessed and were sentenced to death.

Purging the Red Army
Over 30,000 officers were dismissed or executed. This was about half of the officer corps. The Red Army had been seriously weakened during the Great Purges, but by 1941 it had been reorganized. The five million Red Army fought loyally to defend Soviet Union during the Second World War. Stalin's position was firmly entrenched in Russia because the Red Army was loyal to him.

Gulags
The Soviet system of forced labor camps was first established in 1919, but it was not until the early 1930s that the camp population reached significant numbers. 

It is estimated that around 50 million perished in Soviet gulags between 1930 and 1950. 
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