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Japan and China to WW II

Japan – Militarism and Imperialism

· Japan was a feudal kingdom until the 1850’s.

· Rapid change once trading contact was forced by the USA in 1854.

· By the late 1800’s, Japan had modern currency, international loans, railways, telegraph, compulsory education – on their way to becoming an industrial power.

· After WW I, a concerted effort towards democracy was hindered by the military.

· The political right was supported by the aristocracy, big business and the military.

· The Military had established firm control by 1930.

Imperialistic Moves

· Japan needed living space, raw materials and markets.

· Imperialism made sense to the military and its supporters.

· 1905 the Russo –Japanese War.

· 1931 the Japanese invaded Manchuria

· 1937 Japan invaded China (both of these events will be discussed later).

China:

· A feudal state until the early 1900’s.

· The period 1900-1939 was dominated by 2 factors: Japanese invasion and Civil War (Nationalists vs. the Communists).

· Before 1911: humiliation – China was forced to concede territory and grant trade concession to [image: image2.png]


Britain, France, Germany, Japan, Russia and the USA through the forced Open Door Policy.
· Before 1911: Dissatisfaction with the Manchu Dynasty for allowing the Open Door Policy.

· Dr. Sun Yat-Sen in 1911 led a mutiny of imperial troops, and the Emperor abdicated. Dr. Sen created the KUOMINTANG, a new governing body.

· Mao Tse-tung was a Communist, who was allowed into the Kuomintang to help fight off the Manchu and the foreigners.

· Chanig Kai-shek took over the Kuomintang in 1925 after Sun’s death. He moved quickly and harshly to expel the Communists, but failed to introduce reforms so the disillusioned transferred their hopes to the Communists.
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This led to the Long March of 1934: Mao took his followers into the countryside to escape the Nationalists. Mao’s people were attacked the entire way. In Shensi, Mao would create a model Communist society to see if it would work. He trained the peasants in Communist ideology and prepared them for the upcoming confrontation with the Nationalists.

· The Civil war would be put on hold [image: image5.png]


with the Japanese invasion of 1937, where Mao would do most of the resistance fighting.

South Asia to WW II

· South Asia in the 1920’s and 30’s was under a struggle between European Imperialism and Asian Nationalism, complicated by Communism.

· They were tired of being colonies for the powers.

· India would undergo a transition from British rule beginning in 1919 and ending in 1947.

· French Indo-China (Vietnam) would go through decolonization from French domination, to American involvement.

· The Philippines would rely on the USA against Japanese aggression.

· The Dutch East Indies had many resources Japan wanted, and would later become Indonesia.
· During Japanese expansion, they would take over Malaya, the Philippines, Singapore, Hong Kong, Burma, French Indochina and the Dutch East Indies. All but Hong Kong would gain their independence after WW II.

The Empire of the Sun: Japan 1931-39

· the Japanese Military invaded Manchuria in 1931 and renamed it Manchukuo
· The League of Nations failed to halt aggression, and the British sent Lord Llyton to try and resolve the crisis. The Japanese disregarded the Llyton Commission, and pulled out of the League of Nations in 1933.

· Japan’s democratic government could not control the military. Japan had no raw materials, and the Military wanted to be imperialistic to gain territory and raw materials. So they acted on their own.
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After Manchuria, Japan took over several Northern provinces of China to be buffer zones against the USSR.

· By 1934 half of Japan’s income was being spent on their armed forces, thus the military gained even more influence over the real government.

· 3 policies of the Japanese Military:

· Take over the islands of the Pacific Ocean for raw materials.

· Strengthen Manchuria to protect against the USSR.

· Take over China by controlling the river systems

· Japan signs the Anti-Comintern Pact with Germany in 1936. Japan was not Fascist, but looked for allies with similar attitudes of aggression and militarism.

· Japan invaded China in 1937, beginning at Beijing, by quickly taking control of the major population centers and the river systems

· The countryside was controlled by Mao, while Chaing-Kai Shek hid in the south (China will be discussed in depth next).

· The League condemned the attack and ordered sanctions, but nobody listened.

· Britain was still scared of war, and was unwilling to pour her navy to the Far East.

· The USA was isolationist, and stayed out of the conflict.

· The Japanese learned that only the USSR was willing to fight to stop Japanese aggression along the boarders.

The Rape of Nanking

On December 13th, 1937, the Japanese Imperial Army captured the then capital city of China, Nanking. Immediately upon entering the city, the troops with superior officer approval proceeded to murder nearly 400,000 of the city's occupants and rape an estimated 80,000 woman and children. 
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WW II – The USA becomes involved – finally!

A) American Aid to Britain

· The Lend Lease Act – 1941

· A gradual withdrawal from Isolationism – Roosevelt

· Congress authorized Roosevelt to help any nation whose defense was considered crucial to the defense of the USA.

· Billions of dollars worth of supplies were thus “convoyed” to Britain, and later to the USSR.

The Atlantic Charter – Aug 1941.
· Churchill and Roosevelt produce a statement of war and post-war aims of the democracies.

· Britain and the USA would not seek any territorial changes.

· All people should have the right to choose their own form of government – self determination.

· Must have International economic cooperation to improve the standards of living.
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· Total destruction of the NAZI regime and then establish security to ensure freedoms

· This would be the basis of the United Nations.
B) Japan enters the War

· Pearl Harbor – Dec 7, 1941

· There had been increased antagonism between the USA and Japan in regards to South-East Axis.

· Japan had taken Manchuria (1931), and China (1937) on their way to a new Empire to gain raw materials under a militaristic government.

· The USA put an oil embargo on Japan as a protest of their actions.

· The Japanese Military then decided to launch a surprise attack on the main American Naval Fleet stationed at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

· Japan’s goal was to knock out the American fleet in one single battle, especially the American aircraft Carriers.
The attack was a surprise, but the American aircraft carriers were not in port.


The Aftermath:

· “Island Hopping” war begins where the Navy and the Air Force will be most crucial.

· Hong Kong, Burma, Malaya, Singapore, the East Indies and the Philippines fall quickly to the Japanese. General Macarthur forced to retreat off the Philippines, giving his famous, “I shall return!” speech.

· Hitler takes another disastrous step: declaring war on the USA thinking they would be tied down by Japan.

· Generally, the Japanese started a war they could not hope to win as they did not have the human, industrial and fuel resources of the United States.

“This is a day that will live in infamy.” Roosevelt quote after the attack on Pearl Harbor.

The Defeat of Japan

· 1942- Japan controlled most Pacific islands, and South-East Asia

· Macarthur was the main American commander along with Admiral Nimitz


Strategy: island hopping to specific islands, use them as stepping stones to the Philippines and Japan, capture islands close to Japan and use them as air strips for bombing of mainland Japan, cut off the Japanese army from supplies, do not have to capture every island to do this.

Tide Turns

Battle of Coral Sea – May 1942 – planes vs. planes (aircraft carriers). The battle was a draw, but it halted the Japanese advance

The Battle of Midway - the turning point of the Pacific War. USA sinks 4 Japanese aircraft carriers, USA only lost 1. Naval aviation was the most important element of combat.
· Island Hopping – slow strategy – remove the Japanese from strategic islands to get closer to mainland Japan. Distance determined by flying capacities.

· Battle of Leyte Gulf: Oct 1944 – largest Naval battle – pre-requisite to taking the Philippines – the whole USA fleet vs. Japanese Fleet – Kamikaze pilots introduced by the Japanese – “divine wind” – Japanese loose 4 more Carriers and half their fleet

· Island hopping effective, but resulted in huge causalities

Feb 1945 Iwo Jima


By October of 1944, the American military in the Pacific decided to invade the small Japanese held island of Iwo Jima. Being only 600 miles from the Japanese home islands, it would put the now mighty American war machine on the very doorstep of Japan. It would also be used as an emergency landing field for damaged bombers returning from missions over Japan. Crews were being lost when damaged planes had to ditch in the Pacific. As it turned out the Marines would pay a very bloody price to save these airmen.

The island was pronounced secured on the 14th of March, though the Marines would suffer 6,000 more casualties cleaning up this "secured” island. The last Japanese attack came on the 26th of March when 1,000 Japanese charged the American line. 
When the shooting finally stopped there were only 250 Japanese prisoners out of the original 22,000 defenders. The rest were killed. General Kuribayashi committed suicide (hari Kari). The Marines lost 7,000 killed and 19,000 wounded. 

· April 1945 Okinawa – both battles ruthless battles to the death – no surrender order from the Japanese – honor

March 1945 – the beginnings of fire (incendiary) bombing of Tokyo

The Manhattan Project
· since 1943, the USA had tried to create the Atomic Bomb

· it was a scientific project with unknown success possibilities

· Truman (USA Pres) – Roosevelt had dies in April 1945

· First test in July 1945 Los Almos, New Mexico was successful, but only 3 bombs had been constructed

· Aug 6, 1945 – USA causalities during a Japanese invasion predicated to be 1 to 1and a half million, and would take another year.

· Truman decides to A-bomb Hiroshima – 100,000 killed, but no Japanese surrender

· Aug 9, 1945, A-bomb of Nagasaki – 70,000 dead

· Aug 14 the Japanese sued for peace

· Signed on Sept 2, 1945 on the battleship Missouri
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