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The Korean War: 1950-53

Background:

· Korea had been a Japanese colony since 1910

· In 1945, Soviet and American troops invaded to get rid of the Japanese.

· By 1948, 2 Korea’s had been established, a Communist North, and a non-Communist South, the boarder was the 38th Parallel.

North Korea Invades:

· Both republics claimed all of Korea.

· The Americans and Soviets had left by 1947, which led to some open clashes between the two.

· June 25, 1950, North Korean soldiers, supported by Soviet made tanks and aircraft, invaded South Korea.

· The UN Security Council met to discuss what to do. The Soviet delegation was boycotting the meeting because they were angry at the fact that Nationalist China (Taiwan) was a member of the Security Council, not Communist China.

· Thus, the USSR was not present to use its Veto power, so the Council voted to send a UN delegation to Korea to stop the aggressions of the North.

The War:

· Under the UN banner, headed by the USA, troops from 16 countries arrived in Korea.

· The North’s forces had pushed all the way down to the Pusan Perimeter.
· The UN Commander was General MacArthur.
· He created an attack plan to get in behind the North’s forces. The Inchon Landings in Sept 1950 were successful. By Oct, they had reached the 38th parallel, and pushed the North back.
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MacArthur convinced the UN to push the North further and try to totally destroy their forces.

· The UN pushed the North all the way up to the Yalu River, which is the boarder with China.

· This was a serious threat to China, who was supporting the North.

· Mao then sent thousands of ‘volunteers’ over the boarder to help the North vs. the UN.

· By calling them volunteers, there was never an actual state of war involving China.

· The Chinese forced the UN back to basically the 38th Parallel.

· MacArthur was fired in 1951 because he did not agree with many of the policies.
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The Limited War:

· By 1951, both sides were talking peace at Panmunjom.
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The war continued as a stalemate, napalm was used for the first time, pointless fighting.
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It took until 1953 to come to a peace agreement, in which nothing changed.

· North Korea and South Korea were split by the 38th parallel, and are still split to this day.

· The DMZ (demilitarized zone) still exists, and still is a point of tension today.

[image: image6.png]



In February of 1950, Senator Joseph McCarthy, a Republican from Wisconsin, made an astounding accusation: many employees of the U.S. State Department were card-carrying Communists, loyal only to the Soviet Union. 
His claims created a national furor. In the following years, McCarthy would expand his accusations to include high-ranking officials of the U.S. Army and even President Eisenhower. Although his accusations ruined many careers, McCarthy was unable to provide any proof to substantiate them.
 In 1954, Senator McCarthy held televised hearings in which his charges become so outrageous that the Senate voted to censure him. His hold on the public mind became weaker in the years until his death in 1957, but the seeds of anti-Communism were planted deep in American culture. 
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Nikita Khrushchev:
[image: image9.png]


 Becomes Soviet Premier in 1955 after a brief power struggle with 2 other successors. His first act is his ‘secret ‘speech about the “DeStalinzation” of Russia. Khrushchev denounced Stalin’s period as harmful, the Purges were illegal, and the ‘cult of personality’ is at an end. He then makes his famous ‘Peaceful Co-existence speech’ for the west to hear. Sounds good at the outset, but what does it really mean? Peace or more confidence?
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The Space Race: 
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On Aug 17, 1957 the USSR launched the world’s first orbiting satellite called ‘Sputnik’ – the implication was that now Atomic Bombs could soon be delivered without the use of airplanes. There was the race for Intercontentinal Ballistic missiles. The USA became very worried. The USSR became more confident.

The Sputnik missions all happened during the midst of the Cold War between the USSR and the United States. Americans became worried about the Soviet accomplishments and soon the development of space technology became a national priority.



1960 Summit Conference
 De Gaulle, Eisenhower, Khrushchev met. The Summit Collapsed because of the U2 Incident. The U2 was an USA spy plane that was shot down by a missile over the USSR. USA pilot Gary Powers was captured and put on trial. 


In 1962 espionage became big news as the 'U2 Incident' grabbed world headlines. Pilot Gary Powers was shot down as he flew the sinister U2 (above), designed for covert surveillance, over Soviet territory, sparking one of the biggest international crises of the Cold War. The US demanded his safe return. The USSR wanted to know what he was doing up there in the first place. The public realized that they were vulnerable to aerial observation - and attack?


The Berlin Wall: 
Khrushchev was putting pressure on the West to get out of Berlin. Massive refugees were escaping into West Berlin every day. Mainly the intellectuals and the workers, people that East Germany needed badly. This was an ideological embarrassment to Moscow. So the Wall was built in 1961. Orders were given to the Soviet guards to shoot to kill. 
The Berlin Wall which was built in 1961 brought the tension in the Cold War to great heights. Dissatisfaction with forced collectivization of agriculture, repression of private trade and supply gaps, an increasing number of people left the GDR. The open border between the Soviet sector and the Western controlled sectors in Berlin permitted thousands of East Europeans to escape from Soviet rule. This had a negative impact upon the economies of East Europe and it served as a great political embarrassment for the Soviet Union. 

The government of the GDR made efforts to prevent the people from leaving. On Sunday, August 13, 1959 the GDR blocked off East Berlin from West Berlin with barbed wire. Citizens of each state were no longer allowed to enter the other state. A few days later the barbed wire was replaced by the Berlin Wall. The Berlin Wall had a total length of 166km and was about four meters high. There was a trench behind the wall to prevent vehicles from breaking through, watchdogs, watchtowers, bunkers and a second wall. From 1961 to 1981, there were 37,800 cases where people successfully traversed the Berlin wall from the East to the West. There were over one-hundred killed in attempts to climb over it.
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