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The Indo-China War – 1945-53
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Background:

· Indo-China (Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam) was a French colony pre-WW II.

· The French treated the natives roughly, damaging culture and local government traditions.

· After WW I, the French began to involve local members in government and recognized local laws, making it appear they cared, but still enforced the French laws that were major.

· Young Marxist, Ho Chi Minh, (Russian educated) set up the Indo-Chinese Communist Party in 1930, had a major revolt, French put it down, and Ho fled.
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During WW II, Japan occupied Indo-China, and was constantly harassed by the VIETMINH.
· After the war, Ho set up a new government in Hanoi, declaring the state of Vietnam.
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The War:

· The French returned to regain control of the South, but Ho and the Vietminh had control of the North.

· The French offered a self-governing North within a French Indo-China.

· Not enough for Ho, and hostilities broke out (armed fighting).

· June 1949, the French set up Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia under French controlled rulers.

· The Vietminh were stronger, better disciplined, better armed, knew the land, and were fighting for a cause.

· The USA, fearing Communism (Domino Theory) gave the French a billion worth of military aid.

· Vietminh used guerrilla tactics to harass the French.

· The final battle was at DIEM BIEN PHU 1954, a valley surrounded by high hills, the French concentrated their forces in the valley, trying to get the Vietminh to fight out in the open.

· The Vietminh carried huge weapons up the backside of thee hills, and bombarded the French from the top.

· The French surrendered on May 7, 1954 with the signing of the Geneva Agreement.
· Truce was declared, the French withdrew south of the 17th Parallel.
· The country was supposed to hold elections, but the majority of the population lived in the Communist North, so they would easily win any election. The USA made sure elections were never held.
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Results:

· SEATO, South East Asia Treaty Organization, was formed: USA, Britain, France, Australia, New Zealand, Thailand, Pakistan and the Philippines, agreed to take action in the area if necessary.

· The agreement had no teeth; the countries signed to be protected by the USA, the USA wanted to contain Communism.

· Another example of de-colonization, and Britain and France losing international power to the USA.

· DIEM (catholic) became the ruler of the South, which was a Buddhist country.

· Diem was a corrupt leader, who was viscous to the people, but the USA backed him because he was not Communist.

· Diem had to constantly deal with the NLF (National Liberation Front) which was the Vietminh organization for a united Vietnam. Also, there was the insurgency of the VIETCONG (Communist supporters, living in the South who used terrorist tactics to intimidate Diem.

· Both the NLF and the Vietcong were controlled by Ho Chi Minh.
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The Vietnam War

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ur9qVP2As3Y&feature=related
Increase of the USA Involvement
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Map 1 — The Ho Chi Minh Trail



President Kennedy increased ‘military advisors’ because the USA feared Saigon could not control the Communist problems in the South

· 1962 – number of military advisors goes from 500 to 10,000

· 1963, the corrupt Southern leader Diem is overthrown with CIA help

· the initial fact finding missions of the State department kept telling the USA to get out, it was a no win situation

-
But, the American leaders were blinded by their fear of Communism and the Domino Theory
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Escalation
· the Gulf of Tonkin incident – 1964 the North apparently torpedoed a US Destroyer

the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution by President Lynden Johnson led to regular ground troops and air support
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Operation Rolling Thunder
· the NLF and the Vietcong were getting massive support from the North through the Ho Chi Minh Trail
· this was a supply route from the north through Laos into Cambodia and into the South

· Johnson changed the term advisors to combat troops

· 1968 the Tet Offensive 

· – massive attack by the North – America was winning the battles, but loosing the war

· the Vietnamese new the territory, jungle fighting, were there for a purpose, while the Americans began to wonder why they were fighting in a jungle far away from home.
The media became very important as Americans ate dinner at home and watched the war every night on the news.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1vJqTN-qVI

Probably the turning point came in January 1968 with the Tet Offensive. The US public had been told that America was winning the war. However, when the VC attacked (and held for 3 weeks) most of South Vietnamese cities and towns Americans began to question whether the war could be won at all! Despite the serious VC losses (20,000), they were soon replaced. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDy0Z3HSkTE

A New President

· by 1968, Johnson was totally discredited by the war – it forced him to not seek re-election

Richard Nixon became the next President of the USA on a peace in Vietnam platform, but would not just pull out of the war right away.

Vietnamisation – 1969
· the anti-war movement in the USA had reached a huge level – college rally of stop the war were frequent, troops returning home were treated rudely, not as war hero’s

· Nixon was forced to try and find a honorable way out, not just quit

· Nixon’s Secretary of State Henry Kissinger would play a vital role in the plan

· Vietnamization meant making the millions of South Vietnamese capable of defending themselves, while allowing the USA to withdraw slowly – they had to train the Southern troops

· Train the Southern troops and establish a credible Southern government (Diem had done damage)

· The first withdrawals began in 1969 of troops but Nixon increased the air war – the B-52 bombers were unleashed onto the North to try and get the North to make some concessions at the peace talks
-
By 1971, the war was almost totally an air war, bombing North Vietnam

· By 1972, the US had only 200,000 troops, but continued bombing

· Jan 27, 1973 a cease fire was signed – all the USA got out of 20 years of war was the return of their POW’s – the US was supposed to get out within 60 days

· Aug 15 1973 all US forces were out of Vietnam

By the spring of 1975, the South completely collapsed to the North, Saigon fell


The Fall of Saigon
American and other foreigners scrambled to board US helicopters for evacuation from Saigon, only hours before North Vietnamese troops arrive to seize control of the city. Many South Vietnamese officials struggled to find a place on the boats and helicopters as well

Effects of the War
· the war cost the US $150 billion – 2 million Americans saw action – 57,939 died

· the US dropped more tonnage of bombs on the North than all bombs dropped by both sides during WW II

· the US lost some influence in South-east Asia

· violent turmoil resulted at home in the USA – America lost her innocence, and acted liked an old colonial power, thus losing some International credibility

· the Presidency lost some of its power in how it could wage war, in fact the state of war in Vietnam had never been declared

Why did the USA loose the War?
· difficulty beating a very Nationalistic people

· unpopularity of the war at home: anti-war movement, causalities, cost of war

· International disgrace

· USA could not win the war for the Hearts and Minds of the Southern people

· American military was half-hearted and disillusioned

Lessons of the War
· even nuclear superpowers had their limitations, constant threat of Russian or Chinese retaliation

· without popular support, a democracy cannot win a war

· military intervention in a popular uprising can be futile

· the conscription of troops is not a reliable way to produce an army

· the Domino Theory collapsed after Vietnam

The experience in Vietnam helped to bring about a serious questioning of many fundamental beliefs in American Society

What happened to Cambodia?

· the Cambodian Communists called the Khmers Rouge began to challenge for power in 1964

· during the Vietnam war Cambodian neutrality was violated by the Ho chi Minh Trail, and the secret operations by the Americans in their search and kill operations

· in 1975 a military coup established the Khmer Rouge with Pol Pot as absolute dictator

· Pol Pot over the next 4 years massacred around 1 million people in what is been called the Killing Fields (movie)

· Pol Pot was removed in 1979 by the people and the Vietnamese Army

· Cambodia is now democratic after Vietnam left  in 1989

· Vietnam tried to force another Indo-China federation in 1979, and China attacked Vietnam to teach her a lesson

-
This created the Boat people refugee problem
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