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The resurgence of Islam

Iran
· Islamic Fundamentalism: a return to the basic tenets of the Islamic religion and a rejection of western materialism.

· In 1948 Iran became independent

· The SHAW gained power in 1953, he had western inclinations, his land reform acts were said to be against Islamic religion

· In 1964 the Ayatollah Khomeini, the leader of the Shiites was expelled, went to Paris until 1979

· In 1975 Iran became a one party state, and the Shaw used repression tactics on the people

· Strikes and riots forced the Shaw to flee in 1979 to the USA where he died

· In Feb 1979, the Ayatollah returned to begin the Islamic fundamentalist revolution

· He held the American embassy staff hostage for over a year

· Jimmy Carter tried a rescue attempt, but it failed, Iran was made at the Shaw being given shelter, and that the USA had frozen many of Iran’s money because of the revolution.
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Iran Iraq War: 1980-88
· Saddam Hussein, the leader of Iraq, feared the spread of the fundamentalist revolution, which would affect his power

· Both countries had claims over various parts of land, but the war was about religion.
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· The world was interested because of the oil reserves

· Oil tankers were threatened by mines in the Persian Gulf

· The USA supported Saddam because they were anti-Iran

· The war broke out and lasted for 8 years, 
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The Persian Gulf War: 1990-91
· In Aug 1990, the Iraqi government ordered its troops to invade Kuwait. Saddam made historical claims to the land and its oil and he had the strangest army in the area

· Led by President George Bush (USA) and the United Nations, trade sanctions were put on Iraq, cutting off her oil trade

· The UN ordered Saddam to remove troops by Jan 15, 1991, if not the UN would use military force

· A Coalition was formed, led by the USA and Britain with 30 other countries including many Arab nations like Saudi Arabia

· The Saudis, Syrians and Egyptians all feared Saddam’s future intentions

· The USA made sure Israel kept out of things, because of old Arab and Israeli problems. If Saddam could get Israel into the war, then some of the coalition Arab countries might join Saddam

· America promised to defend Israel from Saddam’s Scud missile by using the Patriot missile, which could shoot down the Scud in the air.

· Operation Desert Storm: began with bombing Baghdad with Stealth bomber technology

· On Feb 4 a short 4 day ground offensive began and drove the Iraqi army out of Kuwait- 

· Iraq lost about 90,000 troops, but still kept the bulk of its army intact.

· President Bush called for a cease fire


Issues after the Gulf War:

· Saddam had tried to develop nuclear weapons before, and had biological and poison gas weapons

· He had used them against the Kurds (a minority group in his own country).

· Saddam trying to get Israel into the war to break the coalition

· The coalition may never have existed if the USSR was not near collapse

Mistake: the coalition did not remove Saddam from power! This allowed Saddam to continue to be a pain and repress his own people. The west has had to continually intervene in Iraq to help the Kurds and the UN has repeated problems with weapons inspections, Saddam keeps playing little games.

The Soviets in Afghanistan

· Why? Typical Russian foreign policy of southern expansion

· Political problems in Afghanistan created power vacuums, so in Sept 1979, the Russians invaded and installed Barbrak Karmal as President, a puppet government

· The west, China and India were all concerned, the Soviets were getting closer to the Persian Gulf

· The USA and other western countries then boycotted the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow

· This invasion helped end Détente.

· In 1980 the Soviets increased involvement, 2000 tanks and squadrons of airplanes

· The rebels called the Mujahidin, still controlled the countryside, this would be the Soviets Vietnam!  

· From 1980-88 a vicious war ensued, creating much east-west tension and huge refugee problems

· By 1985 the Soviets had more than 100,000 troops in Afghanistan

· By 1988, a withdrawal of Soviet troops began, and they were happy to do so because of problems at home

· Like Vietnam for the USA, Soviet troops began to resent being there and many brutal acts were perpetuated by the Soviets on the Afghan’s.
· Like Vietnam, the native population was against the Soviets, they faced guerrilla forces hard to find and even harder to fight, the Soviets had to deal with disillusioned troops, the Soviets had to withdraw after being discredited and embarrassed.

Where did the Taliban come from?
The first devotees came from the poverty-stricken refugee camps that sprung up along the Pakistani border during the Afghan-Soviet war. The young men of these camps learned a fierce and fundamental strain of Islam through the madrassas, Islamic schools that dotted the Afghan-Pakistani border. In September 1994, Mohammad Omar, then a mullah and today the leader of the Taliban, created the militia in the southern Afghan province of Kandahar. From the start, its goal was to unite a divided and war-plagued Afghanistan under a strict and unyielding version of Sharia -- Islamic law as written in the Koran, the life of Mohammed and his followers, and Muslim scholars through the ages.

The Taliban against the world
The Taliban regime faced international scrutiny and condemnation for its policies. Only Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and the United Arab Emirates recognized the Taliban as Afghanistan's legitimate government.
 After the September 11, 2001, terrorist attack on the U.S., Saudi Arabia and the UAE cut diplomatic ties with the Taliban. 

The UN imposed sanctions on the Taliban, primarily in response to the Taliban's hospitality toward terrorist organizations. The Taliban allowed terrorist organizations to run training camps in their territory, and since 1994 provided refuge for Osama bin Laden and his al-Qaeda organization. The relationship between the Taliban and bin Laden is close, even familial—bin Laden fought with the mujahedeen, has financed the Taliban, and has reportedly married off one of his daughters to Mullah Muhammad Omar. The United Nations Security Council passed two resolutions, UNSCR 1267 (1999) and 1333 (2000), demanding that the Taliban cease their support for terrorism and hand over bin Laden for trial.
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