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Blacks Whites
Population 19 million | 45 million
Land Allocation 18 percent | §7 percent
Shace of National lucome <20 percent | 75 percent
Ratio of average earnings 1 1
Minimuim taablé incore 360 rands | 750 rands
Doctors/population 144000 | 17400
Infant mortality rate 20% (wrban) | 27%
40% (runal)

Annual expenditure on education per pupil [ $15 3656
Teacher/pupil ratio 150 12

Figure 1: Disproportionate Treatment cirea 1978 Source: [Leos0]




South Africa and Apartheid

A) Background:

· In 1910, South Africa becomes a self-governing Dominion within the British Empire.

· 70% black, 20% white, 10% mixed races.

· The Whites were from Dutch descent, Boers or Afrikaans, also of British background.

· In 1948 the government’s official policy towards the blacks was Apartheid, which means apartness.

· This is legal racism backed up by the constitution (Law).

B) Apartheid in Practice:

· Land was owned (87%) by the whites.

· Blacks had no vote, segregation (separating them from the whites in daily life).

· Blacks lived in shantytown’s – ghettos, very poor housing.

· The Suppression of Communism Act of 1950 gave the gov’t broad powers.

· 1976, the Soweto Riots in Johannesburg – blacks fighting back against oppression, 500 blacks were killed by the S.A. Police force. Steve Biko dies while in Police custody, a martyr.
· The Sharpsville Massacre - South Africa, March 21st. In South Africa, 15,000 black protesters gathered at the Sharpsville Township to protest against the pass laws, which required Africans to carry identity cards at all times. Police opened fire on the protesters and within minutes, 56 people were killed and nearly 200 were injured. 


C) External Opposition to Apartheid

· UN Efforts to organize trade and arms boycotts failed.

· The West relied on S.A. gold, diamonds and multinational corporations (Shell Oil).

· Also S.A. was seen as anti-Communist.

· The ANC (African National Congress) was banned and its leader Nelson Mandela was jailed.

D) Recent Trends

· Prime Minister Botha (1978) began to liberalize some racial laws.

· Some changes to Parliament, but still dominated by whites.

· State of Emergency in July 1985 – heavy black protests.

· Bishop Desmond Tutu tries diplomacy.

· Blacks split into violent and non-violent activist groups.


E) South Africa after Botha

· Botha removed from office in 1989, with heavy International pressure and trade restrictions.

· F. W. de Klerk takes power of the Parliament.

· He is more willing to move towards reforms for the blacks.

· The ANC is legalized and in 1990, Nelson Mandela is released from prison, where he had been since 1963.
· Negations begin between the ANC and the gov’t towards a peaceful transition.

· But! – Many problems, militant black anti-white groups, neo-Nazi white groups

· First ever free elections in 1994, blacks allowed into Parliament.

· Violence still around as the Zulu’s and the ANC argued about power.

· Today, relative stability, more freedoms for the blacks, Apartheid is dead.
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